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“Jingle Plates (Truss Plant Style)” 

(to the tune of “Jingle Bells”) 

Dashing through the shop, 

On a frosty Alberta morn, 

Forklift’s backing up, 

Someone yells “plates on!” 

Lasers on the wood, 

Snow blowing through the door, 

Coffee’s cold, the radio’s loud, 

And the press is ready to go! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, 

Quality all the way, 

Plate size right, teeth pressed full, 

That’s the TPIC way—hey! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, 

Check it, don’t assume, 

Measure twice, press once right, 

No “good enough” in this crew! 

Top chords stacked up high, 

Bottom chords lined just so, 

Inspector’s on the floor, 

Checking gaps we know, 

Teeth fully biting in, 

Hammer marks not here, 

If it’s out of tolerance, 

We’ll fix it—no regrets! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, 

Quality wins the day, 

Design loads, hangers clear, 

Follow notes—don’t stray! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, 

Inspector’s got the say, 

Merry Christmas from the Western Wood Truss Association of Alberta 
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If it fails Appendix G, 

It’s not going on the sleigh! 

 Spans are getting longer now, 

Forces climbing high, 

Top chord bracing matters more 

Than “we’ve done this for years” guy, 

Webs aligned to drawings, 

Profiles sealed just right, 

Layouts guide the build—but hey, 

They’re not sealed, that’s right! 

 

Jingle plates, jingle plates, 

From shop floor to site, 

Built to code and built to last, 

Done the WWTA way right! 

Jingle plates, jingle plates, 

Year’s almost complete, 

See you after holidays— 

Now shut down that saw and eat! 

So here’s to truss plant crews, 

In steel toes and toque, 

Merry Christmas, stay safe out there, 

Now shut it down, we’re done           

 

From myself on behalf of the Board of Directors, we wish you a joyful holiday 

season and new year filled with health, happiness, and success. Thank you for your 

support and let’s keep it going in 2026.  

Dave Pasolli 

 

 

 

If you have an idea for a commentary or would like to submit your own commentary for 

a future newsletter please let me know at dave@wwta.ab.ca 
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Housing Starts 

 

Alberta, urban housing starts totaled 4377 in November 2025, a year-over-year decrease 

of 13.7%. Canadian housing starts decreased by 2.8% over the same period. Edmonton 

was down 23.75% from last November, while Calgary was down by 2.35% from a last 

year. Housing starts in Alberta were down slightly from 4832 the previous month of 

October. 

 

 

 

Economic Update 

 

Housing Starts Alberta

Nov-25 Nov-24 % Change YTD 2025 YTD 2024 % Change

Alberta 4377 5071 -13.69% 49800 43144 15.43%

Edmonton 1634 2143 -23.75% 19623 16939 15.85%

Calgary 2488 2548 -2.35% 26439 22652 16.72%

Red Deer 15 15 0.00% 374 342 9.36%

Grande Prairie 25 16 56.25% 354 182 94.51%

Lethbridge 23 65 -64.62% 528 689 -23.37%

Wood Buffalo 0 2 -100.00% 30 26 15.38%

Whitehorse* N/A N/A #VALUE! N/A N/A #VALUE!

Canada 21870 22501 -2.80% 219079 210706 3.97%

*Whitehorse Starts are for the quarter, statistics are not available monthly.
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Slowing, but still growing: Alberta only province where population grew last 

quarter 

Mark Parsons | ATB ECONOMICS | December 17, 2025 

 

For the first time on record (dating back to 1946), Canada experienced a quarterly 

population decline due to a pullback in the number of non-permanent residents 

(NPRs)*.  The third quarter decrease of 0.2% meant Canada had 76,068 fewer people on 

October 1 than it did on July 1. While these are preliminary estimates and subject to 

revision, for now Statistics Canada is reporting a decline. Canada’s population stood at an 

estimated 41,575,585 on October 1. 

 

Looking across the country, the population declined in every single province last quarter 

except for one - Alberta. Thanks in large part to another net inflow from other parts of 

Canada - the 17th consecutive quarter of net interprovincial gains - Alberta’s population 

grew 0.2%. While that’s the slowest increase since the pandemic, it’s in sharp contrast to 

the outright declines elsewhere. 

 

Today, there are more than 5 million Albertans (though, as regular population clock 

watchers, we already knew this from back in May). The official estimated tally as of 

October 1 is 5,040,871. 

 

Alberta leads in annual population growth 

 

Over the latest one year period (October 1, 2024 to October 1, 2025), Alberta’s 

population grew by 83,796 for a nation-leading growth rate of 1.7%. That’s well above 

the national increase of only 0.2%. 

 

In fact, Alberta accounted for all the population growth in the country over the last year. 

Excluding Alberta, Canada’s population shrank slightly by 0.01% (or -2,343). 

 

Why is Alberta’s population growing faster than other provinces? The main reason is 

interprovincial migration. 

 

Over the last 12 months, people came predominately from Ontario and B.C., though the 

gains were widespread from all provinces. The net inflow has slowed, but remains strong. 

We have explored this issue in detail, showing that people are coming to Alberta for 

different reasons than in the past. It’s not driven by the typical energy boom, and our 

view has long been that relative housing affordability is playing a major role this time 

around. 

 

Another factor is a higher rate of natural increase (births minus deaths) in Alberta. In the 

third quarter, Alberta recorded the second largest natural increase after Ontario. 

 

Homebuilders have responded to the population boom with record housing starts 

expected this year. This has been fueled by multi-family units, as builders continue to 

https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VWHh8m5nxbBxW3qZlhF9g9DBqW8yJSQm5H9D-HN3S9PGx7mmznW69tBBd6lZ3myW5VZPY913VZ50VQMwbs3zTk3CW7lVRCx4hXh_rW90_Fmw4SlhpSW8j0qNl6bfHjtVDSGg46sRYR2W7zdNYt42TxMdW63PL5p3JMBjhW921Zfj44RzflW53MGmY23Q88LW32_q4c837YRrVxxQFx8qmqpKVs8rRQ1g7_d-V38hmY41S_9xW8WJ8bx4-prwNV9ncWG6J36hVW45DWM03SGXRTW7kjXh651bFPZW6bTNy66RLQWYVy7-GW2wCzjvW32jQ-V7J23d5W60V2Pk74Z7s3W51_cqL3VbCQTW70J2QH2npLypW3clBQs3-bRfBW2tknQJ5Msg6XW6SrLZM1kFc2DW4JMbdw4c7kdMN6zqpdbfSTBYW2plkYK6BVLRSW8PNMKp5QfjZ8W4MJbhJ2LsF5FW7CRZRQ4nCDK9W8g0rTt7cKk_JW8XSS958_LK6kW6mVB0q2HzC0_W5QvTJs7qsLPlN4mH48kZCjfpW1GbYS889TwZvN79fhlRwd5mxW1pDLXw3MB8DkV6yvm57bcKkHW3YzNlk2X0NfrW3B87mS1BYgvTW4LFTN_2DZBtjW8GGJtv9jDcNZVTLJBd1Hj33JW4h3MLr7gpYQSVLSZ5c8vWGMyW4c1hw_3q6swtVsHcW51bDzkDW6HHxHc5GVFSmf1n9LyT04
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play catch-up. We see home construction as one key factor pushing Alberta’s economic 

growth ahead of other provinces this year. 

 

ATB Outlook for 2026 

 

ATB Financial's Economic Outlook for 2026 indicates a cautious but optimistic outlook  

for Alberta's economy. The province is expected to outpace the national economy in  

growth, with a projected real GDP growth of 2.1% in 2026 and 2.4% in 2027. The focus  

is on executing on promises by Canadian policymakers to build faster, export overseas,  

and trade more freely within the nation. Rising oil production and enhanced access to  

Asian markets will continue to lift Alberta exports. However, trade uncertainty and  

weaker oil prices are expected to weigh on business investment. The unemployment rate  

is forecast to average 6.5% next year, down from 7.2% in 2025. Despite these challenges,

Alberta's economy has been resilient to trade shocks, aided by a lower effective tariff  

rate, persistent migration, rising energy production, and record housing starts. 

 

2026 Economic Outlook: From Tariff Turmoil to Execution | ATB Financial 

 

Let’s wait here: Bank of Canada holds 

Mark Parsons | ATB ECONOMICS | December 10, 2025 

 

We called it, and so did pretty much everyone else. The Bank of Canada delivered what 

the market was expecting - a hold in its policy rate at 2.25%. 

 

Why was this so predictable? Rewind the clock to the October rate cut announcement: the 

Bank said at that time that 2.25% was “about the right level” unless the outlook changes. 

If anything, the economic data has been stronger than expected. 

 

A few takeaways from today's hold decision from ATB Economics: 

 

Economic data has been decent, though modest growth still expected 

 

The Canadian economy is holding up better than originally feared, especially compared 

to dire predictions when the trade war kicked off. Recall that the Bank had a tariff 

scenario in April where real GDP contracted for four consecutive quarters (in reality, 

GDP contracted only in Q2 before bouncing back). 

 

The last three months have brought stronger job numbers, and Q3 GDP smashed 

expectations (though it was largely due to a big drop in imports - far from reassuring that 

the economy is actually strong).  

  

The statement references Q3 GDP growth of 2.6%, which exceeded the Bank’s own 

forecast from October of 0.5%. The Bank also notes that “Canada’s labour market is 

showing some signs of improvement,” though cautions that there’s weakness in trade-

sensitive sectors. 

https://www.atb.com/company/news/releases/2026-economic-outlook-from-tariff-turmoil-to-execution/
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd5s3qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3ndW3B3z2M6VV1TdW5Qt5x728Lg2pW1vrtFw1ZN4FQW8vlgry57nrsBW2cBrB53VdLkjW1SPbyB8TDCmPW67gk3x6bdtGsW3L_gQk5ytk-nW32X8JB3nRpT9W8-s2HW20vq7TN1Y-P9SVxv3kW4Nrp0Z1psNpjVq2SKV4g_QvmW20GfLs5G2gX7W6b6FJD6QHgt9W6_k61Q3V5GZzW43bYrg6Vd5FMW2CWh6M8SF3bxW2pnMqv8JY3JrW5Z7DL21x9WgDW2GnLc41bVBBlN24zCkSL81JcN6lCthgYWJH1W1lDCsK52tbZ8W406Jvn5dd6JwW6tTrvM5YPqCMVpkPdg8bczP-W5rTbSv2v1F0-f6gXlL604
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd5s3qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3ndW3B3z2M6VV1TdW5Qt5x728Lg2pW1vrtFw1ZN4FQW8vlgry57nrsBW2cBrB53VdLkjW1SPbyB8TDCmPW67gk3x6bdtGsW3L_gQk5ytk-nW32X8JB3nRpT9W8-s2HW20vq7TN1Y-P9SVxv3kW4Nrp0Z1psNpjVq2SKV4g_QvmW20GfLs5G2gX7W6b6FJD6QHgt9W6_k61Q3V5GZzW43bYrg6Vd5FMW2CWh6M8SF3bxW2pnMqv8JY3JrW5Z7DL21x9WgDW2GnLc41bVBBlN24zCkSL81JcN6lCthgYWJH1W1lDCsK52tbZ8W406Jvn5dd6JwW6tTrvM5YPqCMVpkPdg8bczP-W5rTbSv2v1F0-f6gXlL604
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd583qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3pRW2j4-5G4plhPlVZfmh52JbB6mW3H4YQ298m-wSVs7mSq7RcfNKW5VNXyv3bzk6fW8nDtKM5CjKmHW8lhdr34g4KhBMCJTtX1TBknW8SR_8w5yrkZ5W2TfqyW5cQT2TW495nlY3d4yS1Vffbwx42ns9bW3-nWbC8dHPmKW3yCZj567sPHZW3s-P3M1dZTtKW4RKCrx8pKdxnW2QhWQ2314RqZW8vvMK932bVYjW6DlPWf2F5JlkW3pyCxd1GWf2jW5nNTyS2-tDknN5f-tLNh4pqjW17Y0JS26SdhjW1hbbdm6xktwnW4hnJTD2gPQ8GW108HHN5rsycRf6SnR8W04
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The Bank didn’t give a new forecast (that comes in January), but it did indicate that, 

despite some decent data, its view on 2026 has not fundamentally changed. From the 

press conference: “While information since the last decision has affected the near-term 

dynamics of GDP growth, it has not changed our view that GDP will expand at a 

moderate pace in 2026 and inflation will remain close to target.” 

 

Headline inflation OK, though ‘core’ inflation elevated 

  

The Bank reiterated that underlying, or core, inflation is still around 2.5%. That’s within 

the target range of 1-3%, but a touch above the 2% target. 

 

With persistent inflation, the Bank is content to keep policy at its current rate (which is 

already below trend inflation - or negative in real terms).  The Bank seems confident that 

inflation will stay around 2%: “the Bank expects ongoing economic slack to roughly 

offset cost pressures associated with the reconfiguration of trade, keeping CPI inflation 

close to the 2% target.” 

  

Bias towards holding 

 

Governor Tiff Macklem didn’t say this outright, but the combo of sticky core inflation 

and a more-resilient-than-expected economy signals more holding to come. 

 

Things can change, but given the incoming data and latest forecast (we just upgraded 

ours), the Bank of Canada came across like it’s content where it is. From the forward-

looking statement: 

  

“If inflation and economic activity evolve broadly in line with the October projection, 

Governing Council sees the current policy rate at about the right level to keep inflation 

close to 2% while helping the economy through this period of structural adjustment.” 

 

In fact, the bond yields have been creeping higher as of late. Following the job surprise 

on Friday, 5-year yields jumped 20 basis points. 

 

Is All this Spending on Housing Going to Work? 

 

The PBO (Parliamentary Budget Officer) reports significant cuts to Canadian federal 

housing spending, predicting a 56% drop by 2028-29, despite launching the new Build 

Canada Homes agency, which is projected to add a modest 26,000 units, only 

addressing a fraction of the overall housing need, while key support programs for 

affordability like the Canada Housing Benefit face funding reductions, creating a mixed 

picture for housing supply and affordability in Canada.  

 

 

 

https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd583qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3lJW5Xs_1C6TdXxCVtk7YB5xRPNpW6qZlH43WMfJfW6-39j-1j0mM7W2KYgFv1zMDD0W3GLY_R5HVMktW3Md4266q88g6W8LYWjH1Wc3FcW3KkMF638pN7VN3vWkVqK22qGW4lT8dG26bQ4yW8F02cD863dyGW4djhZ427cw2yN2l9RnKCXF7qW61CSD931HPHwW7ZMmP14lTcs7W1TJypV14T_sfW7DFWVj1vhywsW55Cz6k8tVSzCW1XgDyH754YBDMK9HqrbWKtbW4k-YM02XYwWdW58Nvc55Q11-nVmTHx45fQQ5WW34mvfP7VnrMlW556CC98MlYJ2f4LVr3b04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd583qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3ldW93ynN_7Ch1DCW7rtRCg6jR8cgN10-5GmnXMTmW7Ks7Q350m1jxW3RcNsN5CNFZ_W8MM5sn5TVhQ_W7hmsfz6gcGhZW6W-34p6n0lTkW8zkjv25GN8FwW60Lp_Q1kvjjBN2HSCcvkYjrSW3HnhWP4NdFJ5W6n_lQS1NHJK_W7ctVGb3CBllSW7NQyHS8bfnDxW8QnZ-_56JkKPW87rmXB6cKjWrW8d3FwK4HfjFwW77s3CM6gBYvbVmKzB51QbLg3W6QqGTc1wJwqBW80VH_f5_z4qfW6D2vxT3fSr4lN46X8KH-sMr5W6JB1lV6FgJ6yW6YBd2k49tQklf535RbR04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVK6fh5-ckGmW6xks012Z_s1pW70RWGB5GWpJ4N2_Qd5M3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3q5W2QqY4n5dDFm4W4Gcggn5BvsMFW6WW7dw1zkgqjW3SDk2V177tZmW3LL95n8CWXzHT1Wv15hf4v5W7sKWvb1HgWbrVy79rH5RBR10W4kkzNj8ML0-zW6HZRWd8vTcFBW1q5-Q-1P-xPwW2QPqyf8lSVLsW6_X2Ww58T6jrW3ydygH33dxt4N8hZpM0QWCpDW8CSsB32NzbPTW8cQ5jh2KSVD_W3HBcW13DL8zwW1c10r88mV0PMW3y14-n8MHt43W5BVwvX6RgTz4W2pC7-C22p9M-W55L-qn26pWSYW4vjlVQ5yC2ChN6rHHdcZTqWPW1YC4mn4FVPQ8W69k6Fp6k6N_1W1PlCxm1Y7CS_W4t3b518x0KcyW38-Thh39kdmhf80KKYd04
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Key Findings from the PBO Report (December 2025): 

• Spending Decline: Planned federal housing spending is forecast to fall from $9.8 

billion (2025-26) to $4.3 billion (2028-29). 

• Build Canada Homes (BCH): A new agency with $13 billion over five years, 

expected to build only 26,000 units, with 13,000 being affordable units, a small 

impact on the large housing gap. 

• Program Cuts: Funding reductions come from expiring programs (like 

the Housing Accelerator Fund, Affordable Housing Fund) and cuts to existing 

support, including the Canada Housing Benefit. 

• Housing Shortfall: The PBO estimates a substantial long-term housing gap, with 

BCH addressing only about 3.7% of the projected shortfall by 2030.  

 

Implications: 

• Modest Supply Impact: The new agency's contribution to overall housing supply 

is seen as minimal. 

• Affordability Concerns: Cuts to direct affordability programs could undermine 

efforts to help low-income families, even with new construction. 

• Gap Between Goals and Reality: While the government aims to double 

construction, the PBO finds no detailed plan to achieve this, with spending 

decreasing significantly.  

 

In essence, the PBO highlights a federal strategy focused on a new, small-scale 

construction agency (BCH) while simultaneously reducing funding for existing, broader 

housing initiatives, leading to concerns about Canada's ability to meet its housing supply 

and affordability goals.  

 

Build Canada Homes and the Outlook for Housing Programs under Budget 2025 

 

Lumber 

 

Lumber futures traded above $550 per thousand board feet as markets absorbed a dovish 

turn from the Federal Reserve that brightened the demand outlook for construction 

materials. The Fed’s widely anticipated 25bp cut and Chair Powell’s dovish rhetoric 

pushed traders to price additional easing next year, which should put downward pressure 

on mortgage rates and lift homebuilding and renovation activity. Those interest rate 

dynamics have heightened the incentive for builders and distributors to restock, while 

persistent tariff and trade frictions have constrained supply. Canadian log exports are 

down year to date even as shipments into the US have risen, Canadian manufacturing 

output has slipped and US lumber exports are lower, a mix that reduces available 

millfeed and forces buyers to compete for the supplies that remain. Smaller regional 

distributors are under strain, as recent bankruptcy filings and margin pressure have 

trimmed throughput and amplified local shortages. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Build+Canada+Homes&sca_esv=cf3d8fcadb69d60c&source=hp&ei=3pdBaeMomqLQ8Q-9k-2wCw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaUGl7kIJUkgFB4zCG_pkzdjx5yvDTUZ3&ved=2ahUKEwim-oz_0cKRAxUBDTQIHWfhCxsQgK4QegQIAxAC&uact=5&oq=pbo+on+housing&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ig5wYm8gb24gaG91c2luZzIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIFEAAY7wVIqhlQuwJY0BdwAHgAkAEAmAGHBKAB8RWqAQk1LjYuMi41LTK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAg-gAqcWqAIKwgIKEAAYAxjqAhiPAcICChAuGAMY6gIYjwHCAhEQLhiABBixAxjRAxiDARjHAcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgsQLhiABBixAxiDAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgILEC4YgAQY0QMYxwHCAgUQABiABMICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICBRAuGIAEwgINEC4YgAQY0QMYxwEYCsICCBAAGBYYChgewgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDnwHxBSDHqKrOwi3TkgcJNS42LjIuMC4yoAfFkAGyBwk1LjYuMi4wLjK4B6cWwgcGMC4xMC41yAckgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfBwCFLnakLeuqAMbF9IrhkVhzMEvg8MTzI39Bemuv34ZPKDMzPkx4BNW8OmlJueO0nGFiCp_DsYsYfYhxwh7gAdM1WycglJ9nqllkvJxYV7nDVqqQeWkguo7QuQIYReKB0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Housing+Accelerator+Fund&sca_esv=cf3d8fcadb69d60c&source=hp&ei=3pdBaeMomqLQ8Q-9k-2wCw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaUGl7kIJUkgFB4zCG_pkzdjx5yvDTUZ3&ved=2ahUKEwim-oz_0cKRAxUBDTQIHWfhCxsQgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=pbo+on+housing&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ig5wYm8gb24gaG91c2luZzIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIFEAAY7wVIqhlQuwJY0BdwAHgAkAEAmAGHBKAB8RWqAQk1LjYuMi41LTK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAg-gAqcWqAIKwgIKEAAYAxjqAhiPAcICChAuGAMY6gIYjwHCAhEQLhiABBixAxjRAxiDARjHAcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgsQLhiABBixAxiDAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgILEC4YgAQY0QMYxwHCAgUQABiABMICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICBRAuGIAEwgINEC4YgAQY0QMYxwEYCsICCBAAGBYYChgewgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDnwHxBSDHqKrOwi3TkgcJNS42LjIuMC4yoAfFkAGyBwk1LjYuMi4wLjK4B6cWwgcGMC4xMC41yAckgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfBwCFLnakLeuqAMbF9IrhkVhzMEvg8MTzI39Bemuv34ZPKDMzPkx4BNW8OmlJueO0nGFiCp_DsYsYfYhxwh7gAdM1WycglJ9nqllkvJxYV7nDVqqQeWkguo7QuQIYReKB0&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Affordable+Housing+Fund&sca_esv=cf3d8fcadb69d60c&source=hp&ei=3pdBaeMomqLQ8Q-9k-2wCw&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaUGl7kIJUkgFB4zCG_pkzdjx5yvDTUZ3&ved=2ahUKEwim-oz_0cKRAxUBDTQIHWfhCxsQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=pbo+on+housing&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ig5wYm8gb24gaG91c2luZzIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIFEAAY7wVIqhlQuwJY0BdwAHgAkAEAmAGHBKAB8RWqAQk1LjYuMi41LTK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAg-gAqcWqAIKwgIKEAAYAxjqAhiPAcICChAuGAMY6gIYjwHCAhEQLhiABBixAxjRAxiDARjHAcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgsQLhiABBixAxiDAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgILEC4YgAQY0QMYxwHCAgUQABiABMICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICBRAuGIAEwgINEC4YgAQY0QMYxwEYCsICCBAAGBYYChgewgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDnwHxBSDHqKrOwi3TkgcJNS42LjIuMC4yoAfFkAGyBwk1LjYuMi4wLjK4B6cWwgcGMC4xMC41yAckgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfBwCFLnakLeuqAMbF9IrhkVhzMEvg8MTzI39Bemuv34ZPKDMzPkx4BNW8OmlJueO0nGFiCp_DsYsYfYhxwh7gAdM1WycglJ9nqllkvJxYV7nDVqqQeWkguo7QuQIYReKB0&csui=3
https://www.pbo-dpb.ca/en/publications/RP-2526-020-S--build-canada-homes-outlook-housing-programs-under-budget-2025--maisons-canada-perspectives-entourant-programmes-logement-dans-cadre-budget-2025
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Splintered: The state of Canadian softwood lumber 

Carol Kamel | ATB ECONOMICS | December 11, 2025 

 

While the Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) guarantees duty-free access for the 

vast majority of Canadian exports, the forestry sector remains a glaring casualty. In 

today’s Twenty Four, we examine the state of Canada’s softwood lumber industry and the 

toll U.S. protectionism is taking on producers. 

  

To fully grasp the severity of the current trade environment, it is essential to construct an 

image of what the industry looked like pre Trump 2.0. As of 2024, the broader forestry 

sector* contributed approximately $31 billion to Canada’s nominal GDP. While this 

represents a small fraction of the national economy, that figure obscures the local reality: 

in nearly 300 communities across the country, forestry is not just a contributor; it’s the 

cornerstone.  

Alberta is a significant contributor to Canada's softwood lumber production, ranking third 

in the country after Quebec and British Columbia, and making up about 20% of the total 

output. 

  

With over 50% of softwood lumber production destined for U.S. markets, the industry is 

structurally tied to the U.S.. Demand is particularly sensitive to the U.S. housing market 

since the majority of homes in the U.S. are framed with softwood lumber and the U.S. is 

unable to produce all the lumber it needs domestically, meaning demand for Canadian 

wood rises and falls in lockstep with the status of the U.S. housing market. 

  

While the rise of U.S. protectionism has drastically impacted the lumber industry, it was 

already facing numerous headwinds. The forestry sector was dealing with the long-term 

fallout from the mountain pine beetle epidemic that altered the economics of production 

followed by severe wildfire seasons between 2017-2024.  

  

 

https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWd63qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3mMW3WNzx93VzJltW5VCmjt4kQyFvW7PSdKB3Y19X0N1zn-vbHyDSZW5cqzfg2SrybKW395DzR229xnjW4wpt496wMKFtW7Hpc8j9g4-mTVtbZRQ10ptCsW1wxkQ66zG9DZW66N8RH6WWlDlW5-bPQW5y8_qSW2_78-Z4vv3RyW4t6RY86ZySwnW4CRSPx7Tq17jW7JLjzP4rhllWV-k1Dm1TDYP2N5Hdvt81N9kyW6rBJVN23ZD5dW89gN3R5mMxw0W5RPB3h7fN486W4pyNQ25-dGYWV2yqT83Q0V_sW56tMdx2-0Z8tW9bmyyC2_PSGHW55FBwR68ZF4pW8TH-_M99rGwZV-MnBw6frDF6f26QpYs04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWbl5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3kJW52FPgL217l0wW3vJ4hJ14SZSLW3qhtfv6GPDqPW8G9wFX8SP9NjW9fLgdg8SK5fkVNyYcD1l-yZRVNbQwK8hqCqkW86J7ct7w9BvLW5Jghqd7l92kWV2yx285y5jyZW2Qq0nd87d083W7sQLz47QrnKJN1XjDKX58tkqW2HvX0Q1HL27tW8W7vr-4zwl7pW41Wmbr6QpRdHW346ndw5XT2WlW7fXyJh90GVCFW72gft17yf-j_W3JRqf-6F1y-8VPllmd1pnbFrW6q_6Nn3L68WlW2vmj7z7b_prvW6k3bxY6h23nNW8X58J910mzCxW6fnd2x97h2JxW49jLht1sw3cJW8dhztY1GNJpGN5CsgFjR4-W-V7nsQH5Cwf3JN29N26fcqJJ6W38QJyr8_Jjcnf2DP-CW04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWcR3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3nkW8Kk8Ng4b20zGW6pyVLh4wtXPhF6BXtRkJ1NMW41wpDG5Q6QwZW6XL0Db753109N4PsKBD31QLCVPpZM63BypJJW1Jz0V26jljlrW5HY5mR3S_-RlW6nV_rm2q7n_JW3987z29c5S1wVTq8CS96kzvNW5wPx9254mJNmW5YFpxD5blvb0W8g3Tmp3gJn7vW5bVK3j4VsGcjW43DmKN6T-R-bW81BJRf5rwtJZW5Wq5Jm8RXLZYW6_DgqH7mxdWlW4Cv9KL94d2sKW8RgHC92nRzDVMrkkd8rjnWKW35Cfz_3Dg4MWN5_-7vYBhSGpW4H6JNW2Dqt7cf7d6nyF04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWbl5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3pdMslq252f9jNW2SZmJz3YWyH7N3K__P2qjggmW4W_jJY6tKfFCW9bmgXq7byHvWW6m95Qc7hNm2zW3HB6Bz1vW_1tW2xJ0J8195vdPW8R33dg5dnplDW1MYY9_3077RnW6m9Sw17ZHCqJW7CCkC75zmKvfW7wd_BG8nQDXYW8G_j-s5TChz3W4_bskY7MwLLsW817Bpf4s-Hg7W28vSKX221XwnW7pyGNb4f1_kxW4f0TV83H6Fh0VTCMSH93b5_DW4SHkb55X279TW28ShwM29fwGXW9bBmJK1KPRh_W7Sptjf5nTPL2W4SCv8R1WwTw6W8tHyzL5J4ZgNW2hBH_J5JwY2sV-zjT72RZm77W4HlVSR3wqmgqW5r-TR61clBQgW6yDB9s8ch1D4W5vf_Bp7djF5wf7-gJnH04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWdq3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3lGW8JHvtp3W73X9W7sWR1V862qg0W86YZ6z5YMz49W931Db1443pXfW3kWWbB8kYYnkW7Mjwn-61dj0TW3m8x1t3G459YW9bZLfc5pxFV2W84tx4Z6JNz86VSJQSb1XhRMXW7JVF_G4T3FXsW7PWXGQ6xXMyjW900xTJ2v9QxzW5mMpdJ74mVKvW1BJ3Xp58tC34W5ZdLxz5--L4-W8vzW9m4TDVM-N16jK3mPd8dFN3S1g6FVz_wGW8G-qbh4FDq8SVt1YSl1H8PSwN5CW-3hn4g5HW5KfBFJ44xY0-W2lVvX01-j5zyW6j_kf69fQBFpVZ2zNM7_TFSFW6LKqX7178PV4TBmTY7pY1XxW2gpdGs6s4KXHW5HsJ0v61m4Xkf6xV_wY04
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Prior to the return of President Trump, producers were already navigating a combined 

duty rate of 14.54%**. This baseline rate included anti-dumping duties and 

countervailing duties that the sector had effectively normalized. 

  

Fast forward to 2025, and a lot more duties are in place. Following the U.S. Department 

of Commerce’s Sixth Administrative Review, the general rate applied to the vast majority 

of Canadian producers, was finalized at 35.16%. To make matters worse, effective 

October 14, 2025, the U.S. imposed an additional 10% global tariff (and a 25% tariff rate 

on kitchen cabinets going up to 50% on Jan 1, 2026) under Section 232, pushing the total 

effective tax burden for the average Canadian mill to over 45%. 

  

How has the industry responded? Let’s look at the data. The seasonally-adjusted value of 

exports of wood products (HS Code 44) to the U.S. saw an increase earlier in the year but 

has pulled back markedly since. As of the third quarter, they were down to the lowest 

point in five years, posting a 4.7% decrease year-to-date (YTD). While not by much, 

exports of the same to other countries rose 4.5% during the same timeframe, led by China 

(+9.7%) and the Philippines (+13%). Prices have held mostly steady this year, up only 

1.3%, so the overall decrease in export revenues has been largely volumetric. 

  

In response to these duties, a clear trend has emerged among major producers: shift 

capacity to lower-risk jurisdictions while curtailing operations in Canada. 

  

For instance, in West Fraser’s Q3 2025 investor presentation, the company explicitly 

stated a strategy of shifting capacity to "lower-risk, lower-cost regions," a euphemism for 

reducing operations in western Canada. In November 2025, West Fraser announced the 

permanent closure of its 100 Mile House mill in B.C., removing 160 million board feet of 

capacity. 

  

Another producer, Interfor, announced a curtailment of 250 million board feet in Q4 

2025, representing 26% of its total production capacity, citing lumber prices and reduced 

market demand. 

  

All of these somewhat discouraging updates might lead to the question: what options 

remain to alleviate the pressure on these producers? As discussed earlier, exports to non-

U.S. destinations have increased modestly, though not to the degree to which they can 

meaningfully compensate for the loss of U.S. demand. 

 

Another approach is government initiatives and support for the lumber industry. Ottawa 

has injected $500 million into the BDC Softwood Lumber Guarantee Program and 

earmarked another $500 million in loans to keep solvent firms afloat. Additionally, a 

50% freight rate subsidy for interprovincial transport (starting spring 2026) to help B.C. 

lumber reach Ontario/Quebec markets competitively.  

  

Looking forward, producers are navigating a shifting landscape characterized by a 

cooling U.S. housing market and the upcoming CUSMA review. Federal aid serves as a 

https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWcR3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3kNW17vK3c1VS_VcW5Tp7WS2gH8VWN9dHPwc1TJ1zW8QfKft5QV23zW271kT27VZY5_W90fFlC6c6BLwW13PXF21X4zsvW6SY3RQ4G8Sr_W6Chz_f4ltX-QW4cKfqr70GLG-W7Zz5qG78bNMYW99BCpc7fzhW3W2lNXdL2bVdTjV8qmpN5LxC7zW1XYSZJ85Bz8sW4sZdS01s1p9SW5X1P4R8JLj_WW8KZ6LD2TbYMgW5PSQQG56Y_WwW10ydz995wdKkW1GxTpJ7-kgqFW4KP0GM4jLqgvW6yr5tS7vxcJ0W15v8QH6LgLL2W20NSYb3c7YRFV7DyfC6L_LqGf7bt35T04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWcR3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3kNW17vK3c1VS_VcW5Tp7WS2gH8VWN9dHPwc1TJ1zW8QfKft5QV23zW271kT27VZY5_W90fFlC6c6BLwW13PXF21X4zsvW6SY3RQ4G8Sr_W6Chz_f4ltX-QW4cKfqr70GLG-W7Zz5qG78bNMYW99BCpc7fzhW3W2lNXdL2bVdTjV8qmpN5LxC7zW1XYSZJ85Bz8sW4sZdS01s1p9SW5X1P4R8JLj_WW8KZ6LD2TbYMgW5PSQQG56Y_WwW10ydz995wdKkW1GxTpJ7-kgqFW4KP0GM4jLqgvW6yr5tS7vxcJ0W15v8QH6LgLL2W20NSYb3c7YRFV7DyfC6L_LqGf7bt35T04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWcR5nR3bW7Y9pgv6lZ3kFW3q257M7yH60SW13ZN7Q92dxhcVm3Qj68ZRFQ8VLc96m59XF4tN6zfS29VNhy0W75MZM_7DkZm3VkcT522NNm43N8r5x0vTMXWkW5gX-qL4hST_wW5F8STZ381j4zW7m6YwM16PYtpW1PLtZ48Jt86sW4v2ZX96-H2h9W7Dn4Tt3ZRcN6W67wfYq51YhPRW3LnNtw6yGpzKW5_8K4v88N4svW3thHh01bRBDXN5FhXBJDs3M8W58SZcz1jfmVWVWS7RS2_8xq9W6-0GCh7353R5W7K38xS1dLyQwN4wm1kjMKyhPW2SJtCn4QCz2gW6wmwrm3FTMKyW60pS31117jRRV8cm_F6kVw1SW4rxH777DHHR5W3FWGzr3sQb73W3zyRr73w8vtXW98StPN6wvZLKW5DpfHT3Ch14XW86dhrd2tW__jN7NCVG5WhXlgVBDgq38XpBtXW6n4fBs2BF2LQW2r65ms7R7j1SW7hWhm51QZs6sW3dLvW_6WHfT9N2FVWWt4VkfvVBTJG23j_tJ-f4Fkq_204
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWbl5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3nDN7v3hpRbWxKmW1ZLrgG4gS18WW8C69Hm2ZmF31N7fwfp2Tg8XcW2nn8Hg2JgNj6W4MBjHF5r_7VWW2QRkx24CTry0W2JsXln8SL1HxN70K_q8CVT0jN76nmNSGHBx1W1wvxBR7kjPqNW3rHK0J6v5xb_W1BYP4C8sGbb6W94GJqM4mDDdLW3n428d6JP_cKW3GCr2S3rpqV4W96ZGYF31bbcVN6TKSMVN-PJPW3m9rYz5h9pKKW6hlxT01TN-fXW8BwrBN8GP9jMW6n11nP3CWmpXW9cMHZR6m-RM1W5K_V-c8CdfcPW1f1HL61tHbCCW1ZW4F45HWsBsW7L17c88kcyyNW4Rz36913H2rBW4Swk14327wZTW7VPbm77PQT3VW1LCrY22y6NXkN8Z5Zb-XrxSbf49sshK04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWbY5nR3bW69t95C6lZ3pQW83Lxtr37LwGSW6CGzvF4s_nKsW90cFfq1P2wLlW70ywqC7Kq0m_W21Q3hg2hYyp3N8Ws8YFYtc4nVnFHGb10x0ZGW1Brjf92CG0_1W8MzdGD9jhDb3W47PZQR4SJzQ2W4vSthR6LFLLHW5z8tkq3cfpdjN1Yn2yKJqdgTW3kdpxM69x1S7W1JLw342W5Y8FW2Dgwsj8w_KkRW7Sbf6D3yvX_YW7F29lc70fMFxVKd6nB1mMj9RW5ccrbf1J8xc_W2rHDYQ98XHCQW1DMCJK29XPT9W8D0mzs3h866pN6kGGb9y1jmBW3yR2Qt71rPhdW6HS8yx7gm82VW2HLhLS7yNjK9W2NRyc73KhkdkW4v-3jx6vSkTbW5FtJKk698hbpW2Jf_Kb5_KcpLW2y60406dmqXmW6N9Y2f7YGkvSW879WlJ3MVnvjW6jspp_8CQw9YW4V_nGL1hWnDXf5cVxxW04
https://hello.atb.com/e3t/Ctc/RG+113/czfTq04/VVYcnn1H1M4BW3gM2_v5k6wT3W4dVnpw5GYP7_N4jRWcx5nR3bW7lCGcx6lZ3pQW89qsNz44my9LTQPZ58Kqnn3N4CWk5kMcN-lW4VRp-W7LxxVCW8g8mdR4kqrDXW873cdQ2l-XHmW5scyMQ2NFlPcN3-JH5ZDylMgVtktK05TsBB6W5xTKNj5H_wWTW9hxTCq5Tk1KpW2cx_VL17rqSyW1tks_j4GYqwsW3S4ZGd7R6Q_JW6B3Vz24tGX3fV1ZSzk3VD6vlW48Klwy8Ch_fVW6G59F-97mj7nW3vHBL88nCnv_N42V6dcfphH_W4mtDWH5KBZNjW47Z99v2_15FsW5p9cn24v6c3cW40qWzG5Bpf0ZN4L637hq9DrfVw3FQB3TqrjLW4BrY_76qS0C2VCV2_J32gV7DN3m9c4gVD8NMW6LVHsB59XSFFW3xXsy74t6P0TW4Hm45X5zsKjZW6J0Vp84C561GW9j8S515QDJ8lW4JG7bL7KnJ6GMMnpslv_6C9W8ZsDcd4Jx8sdW2DzNxd8wDV8LW7KKbB16tXZ9VW55W3WR2K_phnf94QL-H04
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vital bridge during this period, providing the stability needed to manage this transition 

and adapt to new market realities. 

 

Ottawa launching softwood lumber task force aimed at industry competitiveness 

 

OTTAWA — Natural Resource Minister Tim Hodgson says he’ll launch a task force 

early in the new year to look at ways to ensure the long-term health of the softwood 

lumber industry. 

 

Speaking in Toronto, Hodgson says the group will bring recommendations forward 

within 90 days of its launch on how to increase productivity, reach new markets and 

expand the use of modern construction methods. 

 

Canadian lumber faces heavy U.S. tariffs and American lumber companies have accused 

Canada of unfair trade practices. 

 

Hodgson says the task force will work with lumber companies, provinces, Indigenous 

foresters, communities and labour groups. 

 

The minister also says Ottawa is providing $9 million to five projects to speed up the 

adoption of “innovative Canadian wood products” in the construction industry. 

Hodgson says the goal is to better address insurance challenges and advance building 

code changes for low-carbon materials. 

 

This report by The Canadian Press was first published Dec. 15, 2025. 

David Baxter, The Canadian Press 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Tooth Orientation and Lumber Grain Matter More Than You Think 

 

In truss manufacturing, it’s easy to focus on plate size, press pressure, and joint gaps—

and assume that once those boxes are checked, the connection will perform as designed. 

However, CSA S347 makes it clear that metal connector plate performance depends 

not just on plate size, but on tooth orientation relative to lumber grain. Get that 

wrong, and even a “perfect-looking” joint can be significantly weakened. 

 

Adding to that, TPIC Appendix G allows certain plate placement tolerances, but those 

tolerances are often misunderstood. They are intended to accommodate normal 

manufacturing variation—not to excuse incorrect plate orientation or force-transfer 

assumptions. 

 

 

Quality Control  
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What CSA S347 Tells Us (In Plain Language) 

 

CSA S347 establishes that: 

• Plate teeth are designed to transfer load primarily perpendicular to the wood grain 

• Withdrawal and shear resistance are reduced when teeth engage parallel to grain 

• Published connector plate capacities assume a specific orientation relative to grain 

and force flow 

 

Connector plate capacity is therefore directional, not rotationally interchangeable. 

Picture of a test with slots perpendicular to the wood grain 

 

The 4×4 Peak Joint Example (The most seen placement error) 

 

Consider a common 4×4 peak joint, where two top chords meet at the ridge. 

 

• The truss design specifies a rectangular metal 

connector plate with the slots parallel to the 

kingpost 

• This orientation ensures the teeth are resisting 

the kingpost pulling in tension, delivering the 

capacity assumed in design. Think of it like a 

bottom chord splice plate and how the slots 

are oriented in that joint.  

 

If that same plate is rotated 90 degrees during 

fabrication: 

• The slot direction is perpendicular to the 

grain. 

• The joint capacity is reduced, even though the plate looks properly pressed 
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Both plates may be fully embedded, properly sized, and within placement tolerance—but 

only the first orientation matches CSA S347 test assumptions. 

 

For a 90° rotated plate, the mixed tooth engagement typically results in an overall joint 

capacity reduction of 15–35%. At high-force joints—such as 4×4 peak joints in long-span 

trusses—this reduction can eliminate the entire design margin. 

 

Keep in mind that the capacity of the teeth into the top chords also changes with the 

slope. A 3/12 slope has the teeth approximately 14 degrees to grain, while a 12/12 slope 

is 45 degrees.  

 

Where TPIC Appendix G Fits In 

 

TPIC Appendix G allows limited plate placement tolerances, including: 

• Small positional shifts 

• Minor edge distance variation 

• Normal manufacturing alignment deviations 

 

Appendix G does not allow: 

• Plate rotation that alters tooth-to-grain orientation 

• Changes to assumed force paths 

• Using tolerance language to justify reduced joint capacity 

 

Placement tolerance ≠ orientation tolerance. 

A plate can be within tolerance and still be non-conforming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the right is a peak joint failure 

(not in Alberta by the way). You 

can clearly show the results of one 

plate being installed correctly and 

the other side being rotated 90 

degrees.  
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QC Practices That Catch the Problem 

 

To align shop practice with CSA S347 and TPIC Appendix G: 

• Verify plate orientation, not just size 

• Include orientation checks in inspection sheets 

• Train operators to recognize grain direction indicated on shop drawings 

• Use enlarged joint details that clearly show correct plate alignment 

 

“Teeth fully set” is required—but teeth fully set in the wrong direction are still wrong. 

 

The Takeaway 

 

CSA S347 reminds us that wood is anisotropic (different value when measured in 

different directions). TPIC Appendix G allows reasonable placement tolerances, but it 

does not override connector plate design assumptions. 

 

A 90-degree rotated plate at a 4×4 peak joint may look acceptable—but it can carry 

20–35% less load than intended. 

 

Quality control isn’t just about meeting tolerances. It’s about ensuring the joint matches 

the structural assumptions behind the design. 

 

 

 

Staying Upright in the Cold: Rating and Using Over-Shoe Ice Grips Correctly 

 

Winter conditions are part of life in Alberta truss plants. Snow tracked into the shop, 

frozen yard surfaces, icy dock plates, and compacted sawdust can quickly turn routine 

walking into a serious slip hazard. While over-shoe ice grip accessories are an effective 

control, they only work when the right product is selected and used correctly. 

 

Not All Ice Grips Are the Same 

 

Over-shoe traction devices vary widely in design and performance. For truss plant use, 

it’s important to understand the difference between casual-use grips and industrial-rated 

grips. 

Key distinctions include: 

• Number and type of traction points (steel 

coils vs. hardened spikes) 

• Retention system strength (rubber stretch vs. 

strap or harness) 

• Durability on mixed surfaces (ice, concrete, 

steel, gravel) 

• Slip resistance under load, not just while 

standing still 

Health and Safety Toolbox 
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Light-duty grips designed for sidewalks or walking the dog may lose effectiveness—or 

fail entirely—when used on: 

• Steel dock plates 

• Frozen lumber yard surfaces 

• Wet concrete with sawdust buildup 

 

Understanding Traction Ratings 

 

While there is no single universal CSA traction rating for ice grips, reputable 

manufacturers provide performance guidance based on: 

• Intended environment (urban walking vs. industrial work) 

• Surface type (ice, packed snow, mixed surfaces) 

• User activity (walking only vs. climbing, carrying loads) 

 

For truss plant applications, grips should be: 

• Marketed for industrial or occupational use 

• Designed to remain secure during side loading and turning 

• Able to tolerate repeated transitions between ice and hard floor 

 

If a manufacturer references MAA testing, SATRA testing, or independent lab 

validation, that product has stronger evidence of performance than one relying only on 

marketing claims. 

 

If a grip is described as “lightweight,” “recreational,” or “casual,” it is likely not suitable 

for plant or yard work. 

 

Correct Use Matters as Much as the Product 

 

Even the best ice grip will not protect workers if it is used incorrectly. 

Best practices include: 

• Putting grips on before entering icy areas, not after slipping starts 

• Ensuring the grip is fully seated on the boot, with traction points centered under 

the sole 

• Using grips that are properly sized—too small can snap, too large can twist 

• Inspecting grips regularly for: 

o Broken coils or spikes 

o Torn rubber or stretched harnesses 

o Missing retention straps 

 

Damaged or loose grips should be removed from service immediately. 

 

Know When to Take Them Off 

 

One of the most common mistakes is wearing ice grips inside the plant. 
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Ice grips are designed for frozen surfaces—not smooth concrete, steel floors, or stairs. 

Wearing them indoors can: 

• Increase the risk of tripping 

• Reduce stability on hard surfaces 

• Accelerate wear and failure 

 

Best practice is to: 

• Remove grips when moving indoors 

• Store them near entrances or designated transition areas 

• Use footwear with slip-resistant soles for indoor conditions 

 

Fit, Footwear, and Awareness 

 

Ice grips are not a substitute for: 

• Proper winter footwear with good tread 

• Housekeeping to control ice and snow buildup 

• Safe walking practices 

 

Workers should: 

• Take short, deliberate steps 

• Avoid carrying loads that block visibility 

• Use handrails and designated walk paths where provided 

 

The QC Mindset Applies to Safety Too 

 

Just like truss quality, slip prevention is about details and discipline. Selecting the right 

ice grip, inspecting it regularly, and using it only where intended can significantly reduce 

winter slip incidents. 

 

A grip that’s: 

• Poorly rated, 

• Worn out, or 

• Used in the wrong environment 

is no better than wearing no grip at all. 

 

The Takeaway 

Over-shoe ice grips are an effective winter safety tool—but only when: 

• Industrial-appropriate products are selected 

• They are worn correctly and maintained 

• They are removed when conditions change 

 

Winter doesn’t have to mean injuries. The right equipment, used the right way, keeps 

everyone on their feet—literally. 
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The Alberta Government has a new format OHS eNews you can subscribe to with all 

kinds of good material at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

2026 AGM and Conference 

 

I am working on the WWTA Conference and AGM to be held in April 2026 in 

Edmonton, stay tunned for more information in January. 

 

Year End Invoicing 

 

As in previous years members will receive 2 invoices in December. The first will be the 

usual invoice for your November levy and your December levy invoice date will be 

December 30 although it will be sent the first week of January, upon receiving the levy 

reports. Therefore, you will not be receiving a levy invoice dated in January. 

 

Your final invoice for December will also include the charges for training seats that were 

active in 2024 for the online training program.  

 

External Quality Control Auditors 

 

Going forward the WWTA is looking for external consultant QC auditors, and the 

CWTA will be doing some auditor training in the sprin. If you know someone that would 

be interested in this, please have them call or email dave@wwta.ab.ca. 

 

Tariff Workforce Response 

 

The Government of Alberta, through Jobs, Economy, Trade and Immigration (JETI), is 

preparing to launch a new training program to support workers impacted by tariffs. We 

recognize the pressures these tariff related disruptions are creating for employers and 

workers and are moving quickly to ensure the right supports are in place for the new year. 

Funding for this program is being provided by the federal government, and a condition of 

this funding is that it is used for training workers. Our new program is designed to 

support employers to upskill and reskill workers who are at risk of layoffs and workers 

on work-sharing arrangement. Your input is critical, and your insights will help inform 

the program design. 

 

Engagement Details 

• Format: One-on-one virtual conversation with JETI staff 

• Timing: December 16-19, 2025 & January 5-16, 2026 

• Duration: Approximately 45 minutes 

 

News and Events 

https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/
mailto:dave@wwta.ab.ca
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Next Steps 

Please confirm your availability by selecting a date and time from the available options at 

this Microsoft Bookings link. Book time with Sheena Francisco: Tariff Response 

Workforce Program Discussion  

 

WWTA Online Training 

 

If you currently have seats active on the online training platform, and you don’t 

want to be charged for it in 2026 please make sure you switch students from active 

to inactive by December 15. You will be invoiced for all active students on the 

platform on your December invoice 

 

If you have not yet taken a look at the WWTA online training program I would 

encourage you to, as no doubt you will be hiring new workers in the near future and it is a 

good method to get them productive earlier and safer.  If you want an overview of the 

program go to the WWTA website at: http://www.wwta.ab.ca/truss-training-online.html 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all WWTA members a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

May your plates always land where the software says they should 

 

May your teeth all be effective 

 

May your plans be accurate and true, and  

 

Housing starts stay strong. 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 
Picture courtesy of Star Building Materials 

https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/2eafa854db54442fbc6eafb0e7103231@gov.ab.ca/meetingtype/p7Nj4sGar0aWrk6gP07plA2?anonymous&ep=mcard
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/2eafa854db54442fbc6eafb0e7103231@gov.ab.ca/meetingtype/p7Nj4sGar0aWrk6gP07plA2?anonymous&ep=mcard
http://www.wwta.ab.ca/truss-training-online.html

